
N ew Yorker’s Family Research Foundation 
(NYFRF) exists to educate, encourage, and 
equip Christians for effective participation in 

New York government. This 2022 Legislative Session 
in Review will summarize major policy developments 
that occurred in the New York State Legislature this 
year in the areas of sanctity of life, families, religious 
liberty, and justice and mercy. Sadly, the 2022 leg-
islative session featured major legislative attacks on 
unborn children. Nevertheless, many damaging bills 
failed to become law this year. NYFRF hopes that this 
2022 Legislative Session in Review will provoke New 
York’s Christians unto love and good works (Hebrews 
10:24) as we seek to be Christ’s ambassadors in the 
halls of government.

The 2022 legislative session is noteworthy as the first 
legislative session with Gov. Kathy Hochul serving as 
New York’s chief executive. Gov. Hochul was sworn 
in as governor of New York on August 24, 2021 af-

ter Gov. Andrew Cuomo resigned from office. During 
2022, the state of New York began returning to nor-
mal as the devastating COVID-19 pandemic receded. 
Gov. Hochul’s first legislative session as governor was 
marked by the resignation of her hand-picked lieuten-
ant governor, by serious problems with the decennial 
redistricting process, by continuing debate over issues 
of criminal justice in New York, and by two Supreme 
Court decisions—one pertaining to abortion and the 
other pertaining to the right to bear arms. While Gov. 
Hochul entered office proclaiming that she would 
take a “fresh, collaborative approach” to governing, 
her rhetoric during 2022 fell short of this description. 
Gov. Hochul’s description of pro-lifers as “Neander-
thals,” together with her assertion that pro-life candi-
dates for office should “get out of town” and “jump on 
a bus and head down to Florida where you belong,” 
sound wearyingly similar to the divisive, contemptu-
ous attitude displayed by her predecessor.
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After taking office in 2021, Gov. Hochul appointed then-
State Sen. Brian Benjamin to the position of lieutenant 
governor of New York. Reports of campaign finance ir-
regularities dogged Lt. Gov. Benjamin throughout his 
short tenure as lieutenant governor. On April 12, 2022, Lt. 
Gov. Benjamin was indicted on federal bribery charges 
and resigned from office. On May 3, 2022, Gov. Hochul 
announced that U.S. Rep. Antonio Delgado would become 
New York’s next lieutenant governor; he was sworn in on 
May 25. Lt. Gov. Benjamin’s legal problems presented a 
thorny political challenge for the Democratic Party; weeks 
before he resigned, he had been designated as the Demo-
crats’ preferred candidate for lieutenant governor. Existing 
law did not provide a mechanism that would let Lt. Gov. 
Benjamin be replaced on the primary ballot. On May 2, the 
New York State Legislature passed a law allowing Lt. Gov. 
Benjamin to remove himself from the ballot; Gov. Hochul 
quickly signed it into law.

Every 10 years, after the U.S. Census has been taken, New 
York undergoes a redistricting process in which its congres-
sional district maps, its State Senate district maps, and its 
State Assembly district maps are redrawn. Constitutional 
amendments adopted by New York voters in 2014 trans-
formed the state’s redistricting process in an effort to make 
the process less partisan. Unfortunately, the new process 
broke down, making the 2022 election cycle needlessly cha-
otic. Because the Independent Redistricting Commission 
could not agree on a set of maps to submit to the legislature, 
Democratic lawmakers proceeded to create maps without 
input from Republicans. Those maps were approved by 
Gov. Hochul on February 3, 2022. The new maps were de-
rided in the media as examples of partisan gerrymandering. 
Republicans immediately filed a lawsuit challenging the 
congressional and State Senate maps. On April 27, 2022, 
the New York Court of Appeals—the state’s highest court—
found the maps unconstitutional. The State Assembly maps 
created by the legislature were found unconstitutional in a 
separate lawsuit, but remained in effect for the 2022 elec-
tions because an appeals court ruled that it would not be pos-
sible to draw new maps in time for the 2022 primaries. In 
May, a trial court judge approved new congressional district 
maps and State Senate district maps. 

At the insistence of Gov. Hochul, criminal justice reforms 
were included in the 2022-2023 New York State Budget. 
Previous laws passed by the Democrat-dominated Legis-
lature had limited judges’ authority to impose bail upon 
criminal defendants. Opponents of the bail laws believed 

that they led to an increase in crime and allowed repeat 
offenders to run rampant, while supporters of those laws 
denied that they had had such an impact. As The New York 
Times reported, the 2022-2023 budget legislation allowed 
judges to “weigh specific factors in setting bail, including 
whether a defendant is accused of causing ‘serious harm’ 
to someone and whether a defendant has a history of using 
or possessing a gun.” In addition, the budget increased the 
number of crimes for which bail can be required by set-
ting new rules for persons accused of repeat offenses. The 
budget reportedly loosened New York’s discovery rules 
by giving judges authority to decide whether to dismiss 
cases when prosecutors acting in good faith have missed 
deadlines for producing certain information. The budget’s 
criminal justice provisions appear to have addressed some 
concerns expressed by law enforcement officials. How-
ever, New York City Mayor Eric Adams has characterized 
the legislation as incomplete because it fails to give judges 
the authority to jail criminals before trial based on a find-
ing of dangerousness. 

The 2022 legislative session in New York was dramati-
cally affected by two decisions from the Supreme Court 
of the United States: Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization and New York State Rifle & Pistol Assn. v. 
Bruen. Those two decisions are discussed below.
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O n June 24, 2022, the Supreme Court released its 
long-awaited decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Wom-
en’s Health Organization. Despite the unprec-

edented leak of a draft of the majority opinion, and despite 
threats and pro-abortion protest activity outside the houses 
of various Supreme Court justices, the Dobbs Court stood 
firm: It overruled its notorious 1973 decision in Roe v. 
Wade. (The Roe Court had wrongly ruled that the Constitu-
tion guaranteed a woman’s right to an abortion). In an opin-
ion written by Justice Samuel Alito, the Court held Missis-
sippi’s Gestational Age Act—which banned most abortions 
after 15 weeks’ gestation—to be constitutional. Finally, the 
Court rightly restored the authority to set abortion policy 
to the elected branches of government. It is not likely that 
the federal government will pass pro-life legislation in the 
immediate future; however, all 50 states are now free to set 
their own abortion policies. The New York Times reported 
that as of August 26, 2022, abortion is banned in 12 states. 
In two other states (Georgia and Ohio), abortion is banned 
after six weeks’ gestation, while three other states (Florida, 
North Carolina, and Utah) have banned abortion at various 
points during the second trimester of pregnancy.

New Yorker’s Family Research Foundation rejoices at 
the Supreme Court’s decision in Dobbs. The Lord has an-
swered the prayers of millions of pro-life Americans in a 
powerful way, and untold numbers of innocent lives will 
be saved as a result. 

While the Dobbs decision has empowered pro-life states 
to protect unborn babies from the scourge of abortion, it 
has had the opposite effect in New York. Here, the Dobbs 
decision has infuriated pro-abortion elected officials and 
has motivated them to make the state’s abortion policies 
even more appalling. In fact, Gov. Hochul has repeatedly 
invited pregnant women from states with pro-life laws to 
travel to New York to undergo abortions, and the Gover-
nor and the Legislature have worked together to facilitate 
abortion access for women from other states. 

The 2022 legislative session’s first setback for the cause of 
life occurred on April 9, 2022 (prior to the Supreme Court’s 
decision in Dobbs), when Gov. Hochul signed the 2022-
2023 budget bill pertaining to health and mental hygiene. 
Part R of this legislation included an abortion insurance 
mandate (Bill S.8007-A-Budget/Bill A.9007-A-Budget). 
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Protecting Human Life

The insurance mandate requires New York health insurance 
policies to cover abortion; such coverage must not involve 
coinsurance, copayments, or deductibles, except in the case 
of high-deductible plans. In essence, the mandate makes 
abortion free for anyone whose health insurance is governed 
by New York law. In addition to making New York’s employ-
ers and insurers complicit in funding the heinous act of abor-
tion, the mandate is likely to increase the number of abortions 
performed in New York. If pregnant women can obtain abor-
tions for free, the likelihood that they will choose abortion 
increases. NYFRF is deeply grieved by the passage of the 
abortion insurance mandate.

The second setback for the cause of life during the legislative 
session occurred in June, when the Legislature and Gov. Ho-
chul enacted a flurry of pro-abortion laws in anticipation of a 
pro-life decision in Dobbs. The most damaging of these laws 
is the Pregnancy Center Report Law (Bill S.470-Hoylman/
A.5499-Glick), which authorizes the New York State Depart-
ment of Health to report on the impact of pro-life pregnancy 
centers upon women’s timely access to abortion. The Preg-
nancy Center Report Law imposes onerous and intrusive re-
porting requirements on pro-life pregnancy centers. This law 
is nothing more than an effort to weaponize New York gov-
ernment to harass pro-life organizations.

Other pro-abortion laws enacted in June 2022 include the  
following:

• The FIRE HATE Act (Bill S.9039-A-Biaggi/
A.10094-A-Burdick), which created a civil cause 
of action for “unlawful interference with protected 
rights.” Under this legislation, if a woman comes 
to New York to obtain an abortion and is sued or 
prosecuted for violating her own state’s abortion 
laws, she is permitted to bring a lawsuit in New 
York courts against whomever sued or prosecuted 
her. 

• Bill S.9077-A-Krueger/A.10372-Rules (Lavine), 
which bars law enforcement cooperation in out-
of-state proceedings relating to abortions lawfully 
performed in New York.

• Bill S.9079-B-Kaplan/A.9687-B-Rosenthal, 
which bars the state from disciplining New York 
abortion providers for professional misconduct for 
performing abortions upon women who reside in 
states where such abortions are unlawful. 

• Bill S.9080-B-Hinchey/A.9718-B-Rosenthal, 

which bars insurance companies from taking ad-
verse action against New York abortion providers 
who perform abortions on out-of-state patients. 

• Bill S.9384-A-Cleare/A.9818-A Paulin, which 
adds abortion providers and their patients to an ex-
isting address confidentiality program, but declines 
to provide the same protection to employees of 
pro-life pregnancy centers.

This year’s third major setback for the cause of life oc-
curred on July 1, 2022, when the Senate and the Assembly 
gave first passage to the so-called Equality Amendment to 
the New York State Constitution (Bill S.51002-Stewart-
Cousins/A.41002-Rules (Seawright)). The Equality Amend-
ment would enact a constitutional ban on discrimination 
based on “sex, including sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expression, pregnancy, pregnancy outcomes, and re-
productive healthcare and autonomy.” The Equality Amend-
ment would be binding upon private businesses and private 
individuals, not just the government. In 2019, the Legisla-
ture passed laws to expand abortion rights (the Reproduc-
tive Health Act) and to add transgenderism as a protected 
category under New York’s Human Rights Law (the Gender 
Expression Non-Discrimination Act, also known as the Bath-
room Law). The major purpose of the Equality Amendment 
is to place those two pro-abortion, pro-transgender policies 
within the text of the New York State Constitution, making it 
much more difficult for future New York lawmakers to repeal 
them. To become effective, the Equality Amendment must 
pass the State Legislature a second time in a future legislative 
session and must then be approved by New York voters at the 
ballot box. NYFRF expects a major battle over the Equality 
Amendment in 2023.

Despite this year’s major setbacks, NYFRF gives thanks 
that some anti-life bills failed to advance in 2022. Most no-
tably, physician-assisted suicide legislation (Bill S.6471-
Savino/A.4321-A-Paulin) failed to make progress in 2022 
and has not been approved by any committee of the Senate 
or the Assembly since 2016. The ongoing efforts of the New 
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Protecting Human Life

York Alliance Against Assisted Suicide have borne fruit. The 
upcoming retirement of the bill’s lead Senate sponsor, Sen. 
Diane Savino (D-Staten Island), may also hinder the bill’s 
progress in future years. However, the growing number of 
Assembly sponsors of the bill is a matter of concern.

Other pernicious anti-life bills that went nowhere in 2022 
include the Reproductive Freedom and Equity Program Act 
(Bill S.9078-Cleare/A.10148-A-Rules (Gonzalez-Rojas)), 
which would create a grant program for the purpose of 
“growing the capacity of abortion providers to meet pres-
ent and future care needs”; the Abortion Access Fund Act 
(Bill S.758-Biaggi/A.1926-Reyes), which would allow tax-
payers to donate funds for distribution to groups that facili-
tate abortion access for low-income women; Bill S.4967-
Rivera/A.2634-Rosenthal, which would allow health care 
agents to withhold food and water from patients in certain 
circumstances; Bill S.9444-Cleare/A.3322-A-Epstein, 
which would require that abortion pills be made available on 
SUNY campuses; and Bill S.568-Hoylman/A.1135-Paulin, 
which would allow the Department of Health to regulate the 
practice of storing frozen human embryos.

Year after year, potentially life-saving legislation is ignored 
or voted down in committees of the New York State Leg-
islature. In 2022, Assembly committees defeated the Born 
Alive Abortion Survivors’ Protection Act (Bill S.2569-

Helming/A.4429-Manktelow); the Liv Act (Bill A.4367-
Manktelow), which would reinstate certain criminal penal-
ties for assaults upon pregnant women; and a bill that would 
require parental notification before an abortion is performed 
upon a minor (Bill A.3780-DeStefano). Meanwhile, a dif-
ferent version of the Liv Act (Bill S.2129-Jordan/A.4843-
DiPietro) was voted down in the Senate Women’s Issues 
Committee. The Unborn Victims of Violence Act (Bill 
S.2669-Ritchie/A.5729-Cusick) failed to advance in either 
house of the Legislature.

NYFRF is pleased to note that Bill S.8206-A-
Hinchey/A.8881-A-Wallace passed the Senate and the As-
sembly this year. This bill would establish a new Office of 
Hospice and Palliative Care Access and Quality within the 
New York State Department of Health. Given that the state 
of New York ranks last in the nation in hospice utilization, 
the creation of a new office devoted exclusively to hospice 
and palliative care would likely improve access to these im-
portant services. NYFRF hopes that Gov. Hochul will sign 
this bill into law.
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T he 2022 legislative session did not feature extensive 
activity in regard to family issues. 

Two dangerous anti-family bills failed to advance 
this year. The first, Bill S.2584-A-Brouk/A.6616-Nolan, 
would mandate the teaching of comprehensive sex educa-
tion in grades kindergarten through 12 in New York’s public 
schools. The mandated sex education would include LGBT-
related content, and parents would not—with the excep-
tion of HIV and AIDS education—be allowed to opt their 
children out of it. The second, Bill A.8378-Dinowitz, would 
require students in both public and nonpublic schools to be 
vaccinated against COVID-19. 

One anti-family bill passed the New York State Senate this 
year, but failed to receive a vote in the Assembly. Bill S.996-
Hoylman would bar judges from considering the sexual ori-
entations or gender identities of parents when deciding child 
custody cases. Despite what the secular left would have us 
believe, a parent’s homosexual or transgendered behavior 
can have a profound effect upon that parent’s children, and 
it is appropriate to consider that behavior when making 
child custody determinations.

Two pro-family bills made progress in 2022. The first, 
Bill S.4844-B-Biaggi/A.1236-A-Paulin, would expand 

the rights of nursing mothers to pump breast milk in the 
workplace. This bill passed both houses of the New York 
State Legislature. As of September 30, 2022, it has not 
yet been forwarded to Gov. Hochul. The second pro-fam-
ily bill, Bill S.1409-Rivera/A.8203-Gunther, would cre-
ate four specialized recovery centers for babies born with 
opioid addictions. This bill passed the Assembly in 2022, 
and it previously passed the Senate in 2019 and 2020. NY-
FRF hopes that this bill will finally become law in 2023 
so that infants born addicted to opioids can receive special-
ized care. Several other pro-family proposals important to 
Christians failed to advance in 2022; those bills include an 
adoption tax deduction (Bill S.3484-Bailey), tax deductions 
for parents who adopt a child from New York’s foster care 
system (Bill S.6724-Salazar/A.7811-Solages) and for par-
ents who adopt a special needs child (Bill A.2216-Simon), 
Medicaid coverage for post-childbirth hospitalization (Bill 
S.916-Sanders/A.3386-Cook), a proposal relating to home-
schooler participation in interscholastic sports (Bill S.8416-
Oberacker/A.4775-Stirpe), a tax credit for parents of still-
born children (Bill S.2184-Mayer; Bill A.6366-Bichotte 
Hermelyn), and a requirement that mothers of miscarried 
babies be notified about their burial rights (Bill S.1517-
Tedisco/A.5826-Eichenstein).
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I n 2022, the State Legislature passed two bills that are 
dangerous to religious liberty and gave first passage to 
a proposed amendment to the New York State Consti-

tution that also has deeply troubling religious liberty impli-
cations. Overall, the climate in Albany this year has been 
hostile to religious liberty, as the liberal-dominated Legis-
lature’s misguided support for abortion, homosexuality, and 
transgenderism brought it into repeated conflict with the 
principles and practices of Bible-believing Christians.

As discussed under “Protecting Human Life” above, this 
year’s budget legislation included an abortion insurance 
mandate. In addition to promoting abortion, the insurance 
mandate also created religious liberty concerns. Insurance 
policies provided by religious employers are exempt-
ed from the mandate, but the exemption only applies to 
churches, associations of churches, and religious orders. 
Faith-based charities and family-owned businesses that of-
fer employee health coverage are required to provide abor-
tion coverage. Furthermore, even if an employer qualifies 
for the exemption, its insurance company is required to of-
fer abortion coverage to that employer’s workers through a 
rider to the insurance policy. Forcing faith-based charities 

and Christian businesses to fund abortion is an egregious 
violation of their free exercise of religion, and NYFRF 
hopes that the abortion insurance mandate will be chal-
lenged in court.

Like the abortion insurance mandate, the so-called Equal-
ity Amendment (also discussed under “Preserving Human 
Life” above) threatens religious liberty. If the Equality 
Amendment is adopted, its prohibitions against discrim-
ination based on “sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expression, pregnancy, pregnancy outcomes, and 
reproductive healthcare and autonomy” could be weapon-
ized by the state to compel faith-based hospitals to provide 
abortions and “sex change” procedures.

Another setback for religious liberty occurred on June 
6, 2022 when Gov. Kathy Hochul signed Bill S.4511-A-
Kaplan/A.7865-A-Fahy into law. This law requires each 
social media network to provide a mechanism allowing 
users to inform that network about hateful conduct occur-
ring on that network’s internet platform. As New Yorkers 
for Constitutional Freedoms stated in its memorandum of 
opposition, this law could be used to target Christians as 
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“haters” simply for speaking out on social media about their 
opposition to homosexuality or transgenderism.

Two anti-religious-liberty bills passed the State Senate in 
2022, but failed to receive Assembly votes. The Targeting 
Hospitals that Refuse to Abort for Subsequent Harassment 
Bill (the THRASH Bill) (Bill S.5400-Hinchey/A.6334-Ro-
zic) passed the New York State Senate on May 24, 2022. The 
THRASH Bill would require the New York State Department 
of Health to annually collect from every general hospital a list 
of procedures that its personnel are not allowed to perform. 
The required list would be published on the Department of 
Health’s website. The purpose behind the bill is to find out 
which areas of the state have “gaps” in hospital-provided 
abortion services. Armed with that information, abortion 
advocates and their allies in state government would likely 
pressure faith-based hospitals to change their policies. Simi-
lar pressure could be applied to faith-based hospitals that do 
not offer “gender transition” procedures. Opposing this bill 
in 2023 should be a major priority for Christian New Yorkers.

The State Senate also passed Bill S.8061-Reichlin-
Melnick/A.10530-Rules (Gonzalez-Rojas) in 2022. This bill 
would bar the state of New York from contracting with any 
entity that declines to provide insurance coverage for ‘trans-
gender’ procedures, “including but not limited to hormone 
replacement therapy, gender-affirming surgery, and treatment 
typically associated with one particular gender.” The legisla-
tion is clearly intended to target faith-based charities.

NYFRF is pleased to report that two bills that would harm 
Christian schools did not advance in 2022. One such bill, Bill 
S.722-Hoylman/A.7399-Jean-Pierre, would apply the Dig-
nity for All Students Act (DASA) to nonpublic schools. This 
bill would require Christian schools to give “transgender” 
students access to opposite-sex restrooms and locker rooms 
and to allow “transgender” students to compete in opposite-
sex sporting events. Bill S.6423-Jackson/A.7055-Seawright 
would empower the New York State Education Department 
to “undertake regular reviews” of nonpublic schools to ensure 
that the education they provide is substantially equivalent to 
the education provided by public schools in the same area. 
Christian New Yorkers must be vigilant in opposing bills like 
these, as they would allow state government to meddle in 
the affairs of Christian schools and to turn those schools in a 
worldly direction.

Three pro-religious-liberty bills failed to advance in 2022. Bill 
S.2677-Gallivan/A.9913-DiPietro would restore a religious 
exemption to state vaccination requirements for schoolchil-
dren. Bill S.2567-Gallivan would give churches the freedom 
to sell church-owned property in certain circumstances with-
out obtaining permission from a court or from the New York 
Attorney General.  Bill S.7072-A-Gaughran/A.7583-Galef 
would allow churches and other nonprofit organizations that 
acquire real property to seek exemptions from real property 
taxation immediately.

Preserving Religious Liberty
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I n regard to issues of justice and mercy, the Legisla-
ture took several steps in the wrong direction in 2022. 

The Legislature passed a series of gun control mea-
sures this year. On June 23, 2022, the U.S. Supreme Court 
released its decision in New York State Rifle & Pistol Assn. 
v. Bruen, in which the Court held that New York’s “con-
cealed carry” gun control law violated the Second Amend-
ment. Following the Court’s decision, the Legislature 
returned to Albany to pass yet another control measure. 
The July 2022 Gun Control Law (Bill S.51001-Stewart-
Cousins/A.41001-Rules (Heastie)) contains objection-
able provisions that affect churches and other houses of 
worship. Specifically, the law lists several “sensitive lo-
cations” where most New Yorkers could be charged with 
a felony for carrying concealed weapons. Those “sensi-
tive locations” include “any place of worship or religious 
observation,” schools, “nursery schools, preschools, and 
summer camps.” In essence, the state has made it unlawful 
for houses of worship to have armed congregants volun-
teer as members of their security teams unless those con-
gregants are active or retired law enforcement officers. It 

is unjust for the state to make it illegal for churches to take 
reasonable measures to protect their congregants. This law 
was signed by Gov. Hochul on July 1, 2022.

Another misguided bill signed into law by Gov. Hochul 
in 2022 is Bill S.8884-A-Hoylman/A.9418-A-Cruz, which 
created a Transgender and Gender Non-Binary (TGNB) 
Wellness and Equity Fund. Administered by the Depart-
ment of Health’s Office of Health Equity, the Fund will 
distribute grant monies to groups that affirm transgender-
ism and other forms of gender confusion. This law is both 
unjust and unmerciful; it will use tax dollars to promote a 
dishonest ideology that leads some people to damage their 
bodies with unnecessary surgical procedures.

On the gambling front, the 2022-2023 state budget in-
cluded language allowing up to three new Las Vegas-style 
casinos to be licensed in the New York City metropolitan 
area. Previously-existing law would have allowed down-
state casinos to be licensed in 2023, but the budget acceler-
ated this timetable. New York residents have been harmed 
by our state’s decades-long love affair with the gambling 
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industry; government should not promote or profit from a 
predatory enterprise that encourages addictive behavior.

The Legislature passed other unjust measures in 2022 that, 
as of September 30, 2022, await action by Gov. Hochul. 
Those measures include Bill S.3468-B-Kennedy/A.2358-B-
Peoples-Stokes, which would require social justice training 
for all state employees; Bill S.6586-A-Liu/A.6328-A-Cruz, 
which would make it unlawful to decline a person’s applica-
tion for employment or lodging based on that person’s status 
as an illegal immigrant; and Bill S.2534-A-Rivera/A.1880-A-
Dinowitz, which would require home health aides to receive 
training on issues of sexual orientation and gender identity. 
Gov. Hochul is expected to sign all three bills.

On a positive note, several bills designed to combat human 
trafficking became law in 2022. These new laws are designed 
to provide trafficking victims with potentially lifesaving in-
formation and referrals. The laws require that literature about 
services for trafficking victims—including the phone number 
of the national human trafficking hotline (1-888-373-7888)—
be posted in public restrooms in airports (Bills S.8710-
Brouk/A.9406-Paulin and S.8262-Kaplan/A.9169-Paulin), 
Port Authority bus terminals (Bill S.8573-Kaplan/A.9410-
Paulin), truck stops (Bill S.8678-Brouk/A.9814-Paulin) and 
Thruway rest areas (S.8711-A-Cleare/A.9883-A-Paulin). 

Thankfully, a slew of unjust bills failed to pass in 2022. Some 
of these bills will likely be priorities for left-wing interest 
groups in future years. One such bill is the disastrous New 
York Health Act (Bill S.5474-Rivera/A.6058-Gottfried), 
which calls for a complete government takeover of health 
insurance. This bill would force all New Yorkers off of their 
existing health insurance and into a state-sponsored program 
of socialized medicine that could double the state’s income 

tax rates. The New York Health Act would likely drive up 
wait times for medical procedures, jeopardize the existence 
of faith-based hospitals, and spur medical professionals to 
leave the state in droves. Other objectionable bills that failed 
to pass include a prostitution legalization bill (Bill S.3075-
Salazar/A.849-Gottfried), a mandate that LGBT history be 
taught in schools (Bill S.1729-Hoylman/A.817-Seawright), a 
bill requiring “transgender” policies in public school districts 
(Bill S.369-Hoylman/A.840-Gottfried), and a bill that would 
allow “transgender” inmates of correctional facilities to de-
cide whether to be incarcerated in men’s or women’s prisons 
(Bill S.6677-A-Salazar/A.7001-B-Rozic). The Clean Slate 
Act (Bill S.1553-D-Myrie/A.6399-C-Cruz), which would 
cause certain criminal convictions to be automatically sealed, 
passed the Senate but failed to pass the Assembly. While 
well-intentioned, the Clean Slate Act would harm Christian 
organizations and other employers by allowing job applicants 
to conceal their criminal records.

Several good bills in the justice and mercy category failed to 
make progress in 2022. Those bills include a ban on COV-
ID-19 Vaccination Mandates (Bill S.4376-Oberacker/A.4269-
Salka), a tax credit for donations of goods by grocery stores 
to food banks (Bill S.2147-Serino/A.3488-Clark), and a bill 
restricting the emergency powers of the governor of New 
York Powers (Bill S.1749-A-Borrello/A.4907-Goodell). A 
bill that would require the state to make a full and accurate 
report on the number of communicable disease deaths in 
nursing homes (Bill S.3061-Rivera/A.6610-Bichotte Herme-
lyn) passed the State Senate; this legislation would help to 
prevent future leaders from concealing the true number of 
such deaths like the Cuomo administration did during the 
early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic.

New York government is in dire need of a course correction. While the Christian community has endured many legis-
lative setbacks in recent years, we cannot allow those setbacks to discourage us from continuing our efforts to speak 
the truth in love to those in power. NYFRF exhorts our friends and supporters to “withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand” (Ephesians 6:13b).
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